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the minister says: The service is over, 
and now it is time for the work to 
begin. For JOHN, the service is over for 
now right here. But let the work begin. 

JOHN, thank you from the bottom of 
my heart, and very best wishes to you, 
Janet, and your family. 

I thank the Chair. I particularly 
thank my colleague from Missouri. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senator from 
Florida, Mr. GRAHAM, is recognized for 
30 minutes. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I yield 
such time as he would use to my friend 
and colleague from North Dakota. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, let me, 
for 1 minute, add my voice to those 
today who paid tribute to Senator 
ASHCROFT for his service in the Senate. 

As I indicated earlier, some think be-
cause we are engaged in heavy debate 
from time to time that we are not 
friends. Across the aisle, Senator 
ASHCROFT and I worked on a piece of 
legislation, one which we passed early 
on when he came to the Senate dealing 
with Federal funding of physician-as-
sisted suicide. We worked together, and 
it was passed. It is now law. 

We worked a great deal for a long pe-
riod of time on lifting sanctions with 
respect to the sale of food and medi-
cine. It is a fight that will continue 
even after Senator ASHCROFT leaves 
the service of the Senate. 

Also, a couple of times, I joined Sen-
ator ASHCROFT and the quartet on the 
Republican side with the Singing Sen-
ators, along with my colleagues, Sen-
ator DASCHLE and Senator BOXER. I 
think on one other occasion I joined 
Senator ASHCROFT and the quartet. I 
have seen Senator ASHCROFT in action 
in a number of ways. 

My expectation of his public service 
is that it is not at an end. I appreciate 
the service he has given to this country 
and to the Senate. I appreciate having 
had the opportunity to work with him. 
I know him to be smart and tough and 
tenacious on the issues about which he 
cares deeply. I wish him well. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, my pri-
mary purpose this morning is to make 
some remarks relative to my retiring 
colleague, CONNIE MACK. But while he 
is still here, I would like to also ex-
press my admiration for Senator 
ASHCROFT. 

Senator DORGAN talked about some 
of the times they worked together. 
Those are always rewarding, and they 
help build relationships. I have had 
some of those times with Senator 
ASHCROFT. I have also had some times 
when we disagreed—such as on the 
same issue that Senator DORGAN re-
ferred to as the wisdom of our policy 
towards Cuba. In those times of dis-
agreement, you also learn something 
about the character of the person. I 
found Senator ASHCROFT to be a person 
who listens to what the other side 
thinks is the proper course. He 

wouldn’t necessarily agree with it, but 
he would take it into account and 
would try to use that as the basis of 
finding a broader common ground. 

Those are important qualities which 
I think our colleague, CONNIE MACK, 
also represents and which I will discuss 
in a few moments. But I wish to extend 
my best wishes to Senator ASHCROFT 
who I did not have the opportunity to 
serve with as a Governor, but I admire 
his service to the State of Missouri and 
to America in many ways. I wish him 
well for a happy, rewarding future. 

f 

SENATOR CONNIE MACK 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, the 
Constitution of the United States pro-
vides that each State, regardless of 
other circumstances, will have two 
Members in the Senate. It says nothing 
about how those two Senators will get 
along. Sometimes they don’t. 

I think we had a good demonstration 
a few moments ago with the very 
heartfelt comments of Senator BOND to 
his colleague, Senator ASHCROFT. They 
are two Senators who have a very 
close, constructive relationship for the 
people of their State. 

It is my pleasure and my honor to be 
able to say the same relationship has 
existed for the last 12 years between 
myself and Senator CONNIE MACK. I am 
proud to call CONNIE a friend, and I am 
proud to have served with him as a col-
league. 

There are a number of reasons that 
may have led to this good relation-
ship—one of which is that we have a 
great deal in common. 

We both grew up in a Florida which 
was undergoing massive change. When 
Senator MACK and I were born in the 
late 1930s, the State of Florida had a 
population of about 1.5 million. As we 
start the 21st century, Florida has a 
population of over 15 million. That de-
mographic change has brought a 
floodtide of other economic, cultural, 
social, and political changes to our 
State. They have affected both Senator 
MACK and myself as we have seen and 
participated in those changes. 

We went to the same college. We are 
both graduates of the University of 
Florida, and we share a deep, abiding 
interest in that institution. It is my 
hope that there will be a very appro-
priate tribute to Senator MACK, and 
that there will be an institute at our 
alma mater which will symbolize and 
continue his deep commitment to the 
work of science and health. 

Our personal lives have also over-
lapped. We both had the good fortune 
of marrying substantially above our-
selves. Adele, Priscilla, CONNIE, and 
myself have grown to be not only 
neighbors living across the street on 
Capitol Hill but also very close per-
sonal friends. 

We are about the same age. We have 
now been blessed with a growing num-

ber of what is one of life’s greatest 
gifts—grandchildren. I believe if you 
ask either of us what our favorite title 
is, it would probably be the title of 
grandfather. 

But we have also had some dif-
ferences. Lest we try to ignore the big 
white elephant in the living room of re-
lationships between myself and CONNIE; 
indeed CONNIE is a Republican. He is 
very proud and loyal to his party. In 
fact, recently CONNIE told me a story 
which indicates the risk he was willing 
to take in support of his party. At the 
early age of seven in what was clearly 
a foreshadowing of what was to come, 
young CONNIE MACK was invited to the 
Democratic National Convention which 
was being held in Philadelphia. He was 
not just being invited; he was being in-
vited by his step grandfather, a Demo-
cratic Senator from Texas, Tom 
Connally, one of the most prestigious 
Members of this body, particularly in 
the period of World War II. 

While attending this Democratic 
luncheon at the national convention, 
young 7-year-old CONNIE stood up and 
began yelling ‘‘I’m a Republican; I’m a 
Republican.’’ That behavior, needless 
to say, earned him the wrath of his 
step grandfather who threatened to 
call the police if the display was not 
terminated. 

Now, despite this highly partisan 
launch to CONNIE’s political career, 
Senator MACK and I have been working 
together in the closest manner for 
what is best for Florida and for the Na-
tion. 

Just a few of the items on which we 
both take considerable pride, in our 
joint efforts we have battled against 
offshore drilling in Florida. We battled 
for a highway funding formula that 
takes into account States with rapidly 
growing populations. As a team, we 
worked to help rebuild Dade County 
after the devastation of Hurricane An-
drew in 1992. 

We are particularly proud of our suc-
cess in filling Federal judicial vacan-
cies, which is a direct result of co-
operation of working together to put 
quality judges on the Federal bench, 
not judges of a particular political 
party. We interviewed applicants to-
gether. We made joint recommenda-
tions to the Judiciary Committee. We 
cointroduced the nominees to the com-
mittee. And we applauded, together, 
when they were confirmed on the Sen-
ate floor. I am very pleased in the last 
4 years the Senate has confirmed 15 
Federal judges from Florida. 

Our close cooperation isn’t limited to 
just the two of us. Our staffs have 
worked closely together on issues of 
mutual importance. And most re-
cently, in fact, the last act of the Con-
gress before it recessed for the election 
period, we helped participate in legisla-
tion that will forever cement Senator 
MACK’s legacy, the restoration of 
America’s Everglades. 
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CONNIE should be justifiably proud of 

each one of these and many other ac-
complishments. But I suggest he would 
be most proud of the fact that he 
worked hard at, and made it look easy, 
bipartisanship. CONNIE is a consum-
mate gentleman, a man of unwavering 
civility in a body that often yearns for 
more of that quality. This is no small 
matter. 

In today’s political world, we shrug 
off a notion of being polite, as if it is a 
relic from a world that no longer ex-
ists. But being polite is far more than 
knowing your table manners. Civility, 
collegiality, and respect are the build-
ing blocks of political bipartisanship. 
And bipartisanship, in turn, is the 
foundation of constructive legislation. 

When funding for the National Insti-
tutes of Health advances, many Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle will be 
able to claim a small measure of cred-
it, but none more so than Senator 
MACK. No Member of this body has 
worked harder to build the coalitions 
based on understanding of the impor-
tance of the issue and the opportunity 
which we had as a nation to roll back 
the barriers of disease than Senator 
MACK. 

In the future, when science beats 
cancer, we will look back and thank 
Senator MACK who worked with many 
others, particularly Senator ROCKE-
FELLER, to allow Medicare payments 
for clinical cancer trials. These are 
major achievements and they required 
the support and hard work of both par-
ties. 

It is no secret that this Congress has 
had few such serious legislative accom-
plishments. How can we enact any in-
novative legislation when we can’t 
even agree on the future bills such as 
the remaining appropriations bills that 
we must pass to keep our Government 
running? We are now 10 weeks beyond 
the beginning of the fiscal year and 
still have much necessary work to be 
done. Certainly there is plenty of 
blame to go around for this overly long 
session, and it is hardly a surprise that 
the American people are tuning out 
while we battle inside the beltway over 
issues that seem to affect no one other 
than ourselves. 

Senator MACK has always said it 
doesn’t have to be that way. And he 
has lived up to that creed. He was a 
founding member of the Centrist Coali-
tion when it came together in 1997 to 
stop the hemorrhaging of annual fiscal 
deficits. 

One of the other areas in which he 
should justifiably take great pride is 
his contribution to bringing America 
from an era of accumulated national 
debt to one in which we are starting to 
pay down the debt. To a lesser degree, 
we will be asking CONNIE’s grand-
children to be paying our credit card 
bills. 

Maybe we have heard too many times 
that nice guys finish last. I submit 

Senator MACK proves that adage to be 
dead wrong. Nice guys, in fact, get re-
sults. Those who can’t get along with 
their colleagues get gridlock. And the 
American public pays for their pos-
turing. 

There is another danger in the cul-
ture of swagger that has too often 
characterized this Congress. That dan-
ger is arrogance. Somehow, many 
Members have convinced ourselves that 
the reason we can’t reach an accommo-
dation is not that we haven’t really 
tried and not because we are playing 
politics; instead, the problem is simply 
that we are completely, totally, right, 
and the other side is wholly and ut-
terly wrong. 

Now, clearly that attitude is not con-
ducive to getting much done on a bi-
partisan basis. The easy excuse for ar-
rogance is that we were elected for our 
opinion and to change them would be a 
betrayal to our constituents. But Sen-
ator MACK has found a better way, a 
way that I describe as nonarrogant 
self-confidence. That is not an 
oxymoron despite how it may occasion-
ally appear when this room is filled 
with enough hot air to melt the polar 
ice cap. Nonarrogant self-confidence is, 
in fact, a foundation for public service. 
Nonarrogant self-confidence is the 
product of sustained and diverse life 
experiences prior to and during a polit-
ical career. It is the ability to look be-
yond one’s world, to reach out to peo-
ple of different beliefs, different values, 
different backgrounds. It is not a per-
son who wakes up every morning and 
puts his proverbial finger in the wind 
to see which way it is blowing and de-
cides what his position will be that 
day. It is the quality of having the 
strength to hold well-grounded opin-
ions and values, and yet to be open and 
persuadable in the face of new informa-
tion and logical arguments. Non-
arrogant self-confidence is the ability 
to be a leader in your party, but not 
necessarily a follower of the party line. 

This is how CONNIE MACK has worked 
throughout his tenure in the Congress, 
and it is a model to which we should all 
aspire. It could be that confidence con-
vinced CONNIE MACK of the importance 
of playing by the rules which we have 
so carelessly shunted aside in this ses-
sion of the Congress. CONNIE is a leader 
of his party, a key member of the 
Banking and Finance Committees, and 
has served as chairman of the Joint 
Economic Committee. In all of these 
positions, he has had a respect for the 
process of senatorial decisionmaking. 
He has been confident enough to let 
what he believes is right to be in full 
view of the American people. 

Now, few would argue that the proc-
ess we have is cumbersome and, frank-
ly, often dull. We rarely hear of some-
one setting up a VCR or rushing home 
after work to catch our latest pontifi-
cations on C–SPAN. But the serious-
ness of this process has added purpose. 

Time and public debate are the key in-
gredients that go into solid, sustain-
able public policy. Legislating behind 
closed doors is breaking our promise to 
the American public, the promise that 
if they, the American people, made the 
effort, their voice would be heard and 
would influence public policy on Cap-
itol Hill. The rules of this body rely on 
keeping promises in an informal way as 
well as formally. 

We must all be able to trust that our 
colleagues will do as they say and vote 
as they claim to do. CONNIE MACK is a 
man of his word. He keeps his promise 
to his colleagues. He keeps his promise 
to the people of Florida. 

CONNIE’s strength of character, his 
respect for this institution, and his 
ability to reach across party lines be-
came apparent to me early in our time 
together in the Senate. Our service in 
the Senate overlapped with his last 
term in the House in 1987 and 1988. I got 
to know CONNIE when he came to the 
Senate after the 1988 election, when he 
won the seat that had previously been 
vacated by Senator, later Governor, 
Lawton Chiles. When the campaign was 
over, we vowed to work together. This 
has been an easy commitment to fulfill 
because CONNIE MACK is a fine person, 
as he is a fine representative of his 
State. 

He is blessed with a sense of humor. 
He understands that the business we 
conduct is serious, but he does not take 
himself too seriously. He is hard work-
ing, an always reliable coworker. I 
have walked out of meetings with 
pages of notes and reams of paper. 
CONNIE generally writes down little. 
But when we divide assignments, with-
out fail he completes his homework, 
generally before I do. He not only re-
members the names of various mem-
bers of my staff, he recollects the 
schools they went to and the football 
teams they support. 

Senator MACK is devoted to his fam-
ily. In fact, I have said that CONNIE and 
Priscilla Mack are the living embodi-
ment of family values. Adele and I have 
been honored to call the Macks friends 
now for well over a decade. We have 
compared notes on our children and 
grandchildren. We have watched our 
families grow and grow up. 

For his legislative and personal 
qualities, Senator MACK will be sorely 
missed. I call on my colleagues, col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle, to 
join me in tribute to our friend Senator 
CONNIE MACK, his wife Priscilla, and 
the Mack family. 

CONNIE, while they call what you are 
doing retirement, I prefer to think it is 
more like you are being traded to an-
other team, a practice in which your 
grandfather participated on a regular 
basis, or maybe playing another posi-
tion. I have no doubt you will continue 
to work hard for the people of Florida 
and America. We will all be a better 
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and especially a healthier nation be-
cause of your commitment and Pris-
cilla’s commitment. May your next 
step bring you as much personal and 
professional satisfaction as your days 
in the Senate have brought to all of us. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SLADE GORTON 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am 
delighted today to join my colleagues 
in paying tribute to a truly out-
standing United States Senator, and 
that is SLADE GORTON. 

During SLADE’s recent campaign, I 
had the privilege of going to Seattle to 
speak at a luncheon organized for him 
by women who had once worked for 
him in the Senate and in his capacity 
as attorney general. I was not at all 
surprised to see so many women who 
felt so strongly about Slade’s reelec-
tion. He is, and always has been, an 
oasis of inclusion, encouragement, and 
support for women in the workplace. 
He is one of those people who know 
how to encourage, how to mentor, and 
how to help women and men reach 
their full potential. 

That certainly has been true in my 
own case. Even before I was sworn in as 
a new Senator some 4 years ago, SLADE 
took me under his wing with advice on 
everything from choosing my com-
mittee assignments, to selecting my 
office space, to hiring my staff. He has 
continued to give me invaluable advice 
on a host of issues ranging from what 
our policy should be in Colombia and 
Kosovo, to how to take a different ap-
proach to education spending, to how 
to succeed in a tricky procedural situa-
tion. 

SLADE has always been someone to 
whom I could turn for advice, for an-
swers, for good counsel. It has also 
been my pleasure to work with SLADE 
GORTON on a host of issues such as edu-
cation, children’s health care, and the 
cost of prescription drugs. What I ad-
mire most about SLADE is his intellec-
tually rigorous, challenging, and cre-
ative approach to public policy. He 
simply does not go along with the con-
ventional wisdom; he challenges it, 
constantly seeking new ideas and inno-
vative approaches to solve thorny prob-
lems. 

A perfect example of SLADE’s innova-
tive style was his development of an 
entirely new approach to Federal edu-
cation policy, one that recognized that 
local school boards, parents, and teach-
ers know best what their children need. 

As the architect of the Straight A’s 
bill, SLADE has been a leader in edu-
cation in the Senate. I was very proud 
to cosponsor his innovative effort to 
bring academic achievement and ac-
countability to our public schools. 

SLADE realized that when the Federal 
Government gives money to local 
schools, it should not come with dic-
tates from D.C. on how it should be 
spent. He understood that it should, 
however, come with an expectation of 
results, and that is why he worked so 
hard to give local school boards, par-
ents, teachers, and administrators, the 
freedom to decide how best to spend 
Federal money in exchange for holding 
them accountable for improving their 
schools. He changed the entire focus of 
Federal education policy from being fo-
cused on paperwork and process, to in-
stead being focused on how much our 
students were learning, to a focus on 
student achievement and results. 

SLADE has also been an advocate for 
children’s health. Not only was he an 
early supporter of the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, the S-CHIP 
program, but he has also worked for 
years to increase Federal research dol-
lars toward autism. That hard work is 
about to pay off because his autism bill 
was included this year in the omnibus 
children’s health bill which was signed 
into law last month. It will direct more 
Federal dollars toward finding a cure 
and treatment for autism. 

SLADE GORTON has had an impact on 
this Senate in so many ways. Whether 
it is serving as a valued mentor to 
more junior Senators, such as myself, 
or being the architect of very impor-
tant legislation or shepherding appro-
priations bills through an incredibly 
difficult procedural morass, SLADE has 
been front and center in every debate 
in this Senate. 

He has not only been a brilliant legis-
lator; he has also been a wonderful 
friend. I will deeply miss serving with 
him, and I appreciate this opportunity 
today to pay tribute to a man who has 
not only been an outstanding Senator 
but a wonderful friend. 

I thank the Chair. I yield the floor, 
and I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AMERICAN HOMEOWNERSHIP AND 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY ACT OF 
2000 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of H.R. 
5640, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows:

A bill (H.R. 5640) to expand homeownership 
in the United States, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President. I am 
pleased to see that we are passing this 
bipartisan piece of housing legislation 
today. While there are provisions that 
were not included in the bill, which I 
thought were worthy of passage, on the 
whole, the ‘‘American Homeownership 
and Economic Opportunity Act of 2000’’ 
is a bill that should become law. I 
would like to highlight just a few parts 
of this legislation that we worked par-
ticularly hard on over the last two 
years. 

First is the manufactured housing 
bill, that has been incorporated into 
this legislation. This bill establishes a 
national minimum installation stand-
ard for manufactured homes, ensuring 
that the home as installed performs as 
advertised. We have created a dispute 
resolution program, so that owners, 
many of whom are lower-income, are 
not mistreated when they are trying to 
have a defect in their home corrected. 
This bill also updates the safety stand-
ard setting process for the manufac-
tured housing industry, which will 
allow new innovations in technology to 
be incorporated into homes more 
quickly, making them safer, more effi-
cient, and cheaper for homeowners. 
Passage of this portion of the bill 
would not have been possible without 
the help of Senators KERRY, EDWARDS, 
BAYH, and SHELBY, and their respective 
staff, namely Lendell Porterfield and 
Josh Stein. I would like to thank all of 
these individuals for their contribu-
tions throughout the process of writ-
ing, negotiating, and passing this legis-
lation. 

I also want to associate myself with 
the remarks made by Chairman LEACH 
and Congressman FRANK in the House 
of Representatives on October 24, 2000 
regarding the contracting language in 
this bill. Their colloquy clarified the 
intention of this section. 

The legislation includes language 
taken from S. 2733 designed to increase 
the supply of low-income elderly and 
disabled housing by expanding avail-
able capital for such projects. We allow 
service providers in federally assisted 
elderly and disabled facilities to in-
clude eligible residents in the sur-
rounding neighborhood in their pro-
grams, expanding their service to the 
community as a whole. 

In addition, there are provisions 
which will allow Rural Housing Service 
to refinance guaranteed loans, reducing 
costs for low income rural home-
owners, and a new program to expand 
housing opportunities to Native Hawai-
ians and Native Americans. Both of 
these changes will make a big dif-
ference in the lives of low income fami-
lies. 
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